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To  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Congleton  Rural  District  Council 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1960. 

The  estimated  population  has  increased  by  140  to  13,980  and 
there  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  births  and  a fall  in  the  number 
of  deaths.  Once  again  there  was  no  maternal  death. 

There  was  no  undue  prevalence  of  infectious  disease  and  it  is 
satisfactory  to  note  that  no  case  of  Poliomyelitis  was  reported. 

It  is  interesting  too  to  note  the  falling  incidence  of  Tuberculosis 
over  the  past  few  years. 

The  Council  have  received  over  the  past  years  copies,  for 
information,  of  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Divisional  Health  Comm- 
ittee which  together  with  this  report  gives  a comprehensive  picture 
of  the  health  services  in  the  area  for  the  year  under  review. 

In  the  field  of  Housing  the  most  urgent  need  continues  to  be 
accommodation  suitable  for  old  people.  We  are  awaiting  the  op>ening 
of  the  Flatlet  Schemes  at  Holmes  Chapel  and  Meadow  Bank.  Th^e 
will  cater  for  the  old  person  who  needs  a little  extra  help  and  for 
this  purpose  Wardens  have  been  appointed.  It  is  vital  that  this 
scheme  should  be  a success  and  the  co-operation  of  many  services 
both  Statutory  and  Voluntary  will  be  necessary  to  make  it  so. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Clerk,  Mr.  W.  H.  Cross,  for  his  help  and 
guidance  during  the  year.  To  Mr.  Kirkham,  our  Public  Health 
Inspector,  I again  am  most  grateful  for  his  continued  help  and 
co-operation.  Both  he  and  Mr.  Birtwistle,  the  Engineer  and  Surv^eyor 
have  contributed  largely  to  the  compilation  of  this  report. 

I beg  to  remain. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  RICH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Throughout  this  report  the  figures  in  brackets  arc  for  the  year  1959 
and  are  for  purposes  of  comparison 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics 


Estimated  Population 

Births— 

Live  Births  : 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Still  Births— 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Live  birth  rate  per  1000  estimated  average 
population  mid- 1960  

Live  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per 

1000  of  the  population  17.1  (16.5) 

Still  birth  rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still) 

births 23.3  (26.6) 


• 



13980 

(13840) 

Total 

Male 

Female 

206 

(183) 

103 

(92) 

103  (91) 

3 

(-) 

1 

(-) 

2 (-) 

5 

(5) 

4 

(2) 

1 (3) 

— 

(— ) 

_ 

(— ) 

- (-) 

15.6  (13.8) 


Still  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per 

1000  total  (live  and  still)  births  19.7  (21.0) 

Still  birth  rate  per  1000  total  population  ...  .36  (.36) 

Still  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  per 

1 000  total  population  .34  (.35) 


Infantile  Mortality 

The  total  number  of  deaths  is  shown  as  follows  : 


T otal  Male 

Legitimate 3 (4)  2 (3) 

Illegitimate  ...  — ( — ) — ( — ) 

Infantile  mortality  rate  per  1000  live  births  ... 

Infantile  mortality  rate  for  England  & Wales 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1000  legitimate  live 
births 


Female 
1 (1) 
- (-) 

14.3  (21.8) 
21.7  (22.2) 

14.5  (21.8) 


Illegitimate  infants  per  KKX)  illegitimate  live 
births 


(-) 


Deaths — 

Total  Male  Female 

Deaths  (all  ages)  ...  214  (240)  107  (123)  107  (117) 

Death  rate  per  1000  estimated  average  popu- 
lation   10.7  (11.7) 

Death  rate  for  Eng’and  and  Wales  per  1000 

of  population  11.5  (11.6) 


The  following  table  shows  the  deaths  from  all  causes  within 
the  district  during  the  year. 


CAUSE 

Total 

Male  Female 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

1 

1 

— 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  forms  of  

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 



— 

4. 

Diphtheria  

— - 

— 

■ 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  infection  

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  

8 

5 

3 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

4 

4 

— 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

1 

— 

1 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

4 

— 

4 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms... 

16 

9 

7 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  

1 

— 

1 

16. 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

— 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

24 

10 

14 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

27 

16 

11 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

2 

— 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  

11 

5 

6 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  

4 

1 

3 

22. 

Influenza  

— 

— 

— 

23. 

Pneumonia  

2 

2 

— 

24. 

Bronchitis  

6 

4 

2 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

— 

1 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

1 

— 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

— ■ 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

3 

9 

1 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

— 

— 

— 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

2 

— 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

82 

35 

47 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

4 

4 

— 

34. 

All  other  accidents  

7 

4 

3 

35. 

Suicide  

2 

— 

o 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  

Deaths  from  Puerperal  and  Maternal  causes 

214 

107 

107 

Puerperal  Sepsis  

• • • 

0 

(0) 

Other  Maternal  causes 

Maternity  Mortality  rate  per  1000  live  and 

still 

0 

(0) 

births  

• • ■ 

0 

(0) 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 


Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

At  all  our  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  a Health  Visitor  is  in  charge 
and  where  necessary  and  possible  the  District  Nurse  and  Ehstrict 
Midwife  assist. 

In  addition  all  our  Clinics  are  supported  by  devoted  bands  of 
Voluntary  Workers  who  give  of  their  time  and  services  unstintingly. 
We  are  indebted  greatly  to  them  as  they  contribute  largely  to  pro- 
ducing the  family  atmosphere. 

These  Clinics  are  not  meant  to  go  into  competition  with  the 
General  Practitioner.  The  Family  Doctor  is  usually  only  called  in 
at  times  of  illness  and  when  disease  is  present.  The  important  task 
of  Health  Education,  dealing  with  emotional  problems,  the  early 
detection  of  defects,  discussions  on  feeding  methods  and  diets, 
personal  hygiene,  etc.  can  only  be  done  when  the  mind  of  the  mother 
is  undisturbed  by  the  physical  iUness  of  her  child.  And  that  is  why 
the  Clinics  are  so  valuable  and  so  well  supp>orted. 


Welfare  Centre 

New 

0-1 

cases 

1-2 

2-5 

Total 

Attendances 

0-1  1-2  2-5 

No.  of  Clinic; 
held 

Cases  seen 
by  Doctor 

Average  per 
Clinic  seen 
oy  Doctor 

Goostrdy  

28 

— 

— 

351 

135 

173 

24 

242 

10.0 

(52) 

(— ) 

(— ) 

(339) 

(160) 

(191) 

(24) 

(287) 

(11.9) 

Holmes  Chapel 

48 

— 

— 

501 

108 

115 

23 

304 

13.2 

(37) 

(— ) 

(— ) 

(380) 

(169) 

(70) 

(24) 

(263) 

(10.9) 

Mow  Cop 

17 

— 

— 

200 

23 

24 

24 

212 

8.8 

(10) 

(-) 

(— ) 

(94) 

(33) 

(46) 

(24) 

(145) 

(6.0) 

Rode  Heath 

16 

— 

— 

223 

126 

151 

24 

134 

5.5 

(21) 

(— ) 

(-) 

(249) 

(158) 

(83) 

(23) 

(118) 

(5.1) 

Scholar  Green  ... 

33 

— 

— 

342 

152 

100 

24 

209 

8.7 

(81) 

(— ) 

(— ) 

(325) 

(155) 

(97) 

(24) 

(143) 

(5.9) 

The  names  of  the  Health  Visitors  covering  the  Rural  District 
are  as  follows  : 

Name  Address  Districts 

Dawson,  H.  M.  Bollin  Grove,  Prestbury  Goostrey 

Barlow,  M.  Tarnhow,  Hazelshaw  Lane,  Brereton  Church  Hulmc 

Cranage,  Tetton 

Richardson,  B.  White  House,  Crewe  Road,  Alsager.  Church  Lawton 

Tel.  Alsager  395  Odd  Rode 

Smallwood 

Smith,  E.  G.  15  Centre  Court,  Alsager.  Betchton,  Hassall 

Tel.  Alsager  628 
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Williams,  N.  R.  Ivy  Cottage,  Snelson,  Chelford 


Hulme  Walfield 
Somerford 
Somerford  Booths 
Swettenham 
Twemlow 


Slack,  M.  E. 
Jacks,  L. 
Corbishley,  M. 


Ashfields  Clinic,  Platt  Av.,  Sandbach. 
Tel.  Sandbach  970 

Ashfields  Clinic,  Platt  Av.,  Sandbach. 
Tel.  Sandbach  970 

The  Clinic,  Park  Street,  Congleton. 
Tel.  Congleton  2095 


Arclid,  Brerelon 

Bradwall,  Elton 

Moreton-cum- 

Alcnmlow 
Newbold,  Astbury 


Home  Nursing 

The  District  Nurses  serving  our  area  act  in  double  capacity  as 
Home  Nurses  and  Midwives.  ^They  are  as  follows  : 

V.  SPENCER,  Black  and  White  Cottages,  Astbury  Congleton  3451 


G.  MAGEE,  Booth  Bed  Lane,  Goostrey 

L.  B.  BLUNSUM,  19  West  Way,  Holmes  Chapel 

H.  BARRY,  2 Drenfell  Road,  Scholar  Green 

I.  HOYLE,  9 Offley  Avenue,  Sandbach 

M.  WAINWRIGHT,  87  Platt  Avenue,  Sandbach 


Holmes  Chapel  3244 
Holmes  Chapel  2226 
Kidsgrove  2929 
Sandbach  852 
Sandbach  256 


Once  again  it  is  satisfactory  to  report  that  no  complaints  were 
received  during  the  year  of  the  work  done  by  the  Home  Nurses. 
More  and  more  work  is  being  given  to  these  nurses  particularly  in 
connection  with  old  people,  particularly  as  Hospital  accommodation 
becomes  more  difficult  to  obtain. 

Births  1960 


Hospital 

Home 

Private  Nursing  Home 

Live 

Still 

Live 

still 

Live 

StiU 

145 

5 

57  — 

— 

— 

(133) 

(5) 

(53) 

(— ) 

(-) 

(-) 

Chiropody 

The  use  of  this  service  has  grown  enormously  and  the  demand 
was  so  great  that  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  reduce  the  number 
of  treatments  after  the  first  6 monthly  treatments  to  one  treatment 
every  twO'  months.  However,  in  exceptional  cases  where  it  is  nec- 
essary to  give  the  treatment  more  frequently  it  is  possible  to  do  this 
under  the  scheme. 
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VACCINATION  AND  IlVfIVfUNISATION 


Statistics — 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 


Pre-school  children 

3 

(3) 

School  children 

5 

(3) 

8 

(6) 

Reinforcing  injections  

105 

(33) 

Whooping  Cough  Immunisation 

Pre-school  children  

3 

(1) 

School  children 

— 

(-) 

3 

(1) 

Combined  Immunisation  (Diphtheria, 

Whooping  Cough  and 

Tetanus) 

Pre-school  children  

181 

(154) 

School  children 

8 

(8) 

189 

(162) 

Primary  Vaccination 

Pre-school  children  

112 

(114) 

School  children 

6 

(-) 

Adults 

8 

(4) 

126 

(118) 

Re -Vaccination 

Pre-school  children  

— 

(-) 

School  children 

3 

(— ) 

Adults 

19 

(10) 

22 

(10) 

Public  Health  Laboratory  Service 

A new  laboratory  has  opened  at  Chester  which  we  find  more 
convenient  than  going  into  Manchester. 
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Ambulance  and  Sitting  Case  Car  Transport 

Satisfactory  cover  for  all  types  of  cases  is  carried  out  by 
Ambulance  Stations  in  Congleton,  Sandbach  and  Alsager.  During 
the  year  all  commitments  were  satisfactorily  fulfilled  and  a 24 -hour 
service  maintained. 

No  complaints  of  any  description  were  received  during  the  year. 

All  drivers  and  attendants  are  trained  in  first  aid  and  are  in 
possession  of  the  St.  John  First  Aid  Certificate. 

The  County  Health  Committee  have  now  installed  Radio 
Control  in  the  area.  Without  doubt  this  is  an  improved  method  of 
communication  and  enables  us  to  contact  an  ambulance  whilst  on 
route. 

IJomestic  Help  Service 

Statistics 


Home  Helps  employed  during  1960 


Full  time  

— 

(-) 

Temporary 

24 

(28) 

Casual 

6 

(6) 

30 

(34) 

Home  Helps  employed  at  31st  December,  1960 

Full  time  

— 

(-) 

Temporary 

17 

(21) 

Casual 

1 

(1) 

18 

(22) 

Applications  received  during  1960 

Confinement  

— 

(3) 

Sickness  

5 

(9) 

Tuberculosis  

— 

(— ) 

Aged  and  Infirm  

6 

(9) 

11 

(21) 

Cases  attended  during  1960 

Confinement  

— 

(2) 

Sickness  

8 

(6) 

Tuberculosis  

— 

(— ) 

Aged  and  Infirm  

27 

(30) 

35 

(38) 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Water  Supply 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  Delwyn  G.  Davies,  Engineer  and  Manager 
of  the  Mid  and  South  East  Cheshire  Water  Board  for  the  following 
information. 

This  district  is  supplied  partly  from  the  Mow  Cop  Borehole, 
partly  from  the  Delamere  Boreholes  via  the  Allostock  Booster  and 
partly  by  a bulk  supply  purchased  from  Congleton  Borough.  A 
temporary  booster  station  at  present  under  construction  at  Oak- 
hanger  will  enable  water  from  Hurleston  and  Bearstone  to  be 
pumped  through  Alsager  into  parts  of  the  district  and  when  com- 
pleted will  displace  part  of  the  water  from  Congleton  Borough. 

1 am  indepted  to  the  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  Mr.  R. 
O.  Birtwistle,  for  the  reports  on  Sewerage  and  Housing. 


SEWERAGE 


Parish  of  Betchton 

The  gradual  build  up  in  size  of  the  box  making  factory  at 
Malkins  Bank  has,  together  with  housing  development,  resulted  in 
the  sewage  treatment  works  becoming  overloaded  and  steps  will 
need  to  be  taken  to  enlarge  the  works. 

The  position  is  somewhat  similar  at  Hassall  Green  where  old 
septic  tanks  are  in  need  of  replacement  by  modern  works. 

Parish  of  Brereton 

When  approval  of  the  scheme  of  sewerage  for  Brereton  Green 
was  given  some  of  the  proposed  works  were  deleted.  It  became 
clear  that  the  scheme  ought  to  be  completed  and  Ministry  approval 
was  sought.  Work  then  commenced  on  the  sewers  and  ejector  station 
to  serve  Back  Lane  and  Newcastle  Road  North. 

Approval  was  also  given  to  proposals  for  the  drainage  of 
Brereton  Hall  Private  School  involving  the  laying  of  sewers  and  a 
second  ejector  station. 

Parish  of  Church  Hulme 

After  further  meetings  at  the  Laboratory  in  Holmes  Chapel,  the 
fructose  was  finally  eliminated  from  the  trade  waste  discharge  and 
was  in  fact  disposed  of  by  dumping  in  the  River  Mersey.  This 
substance  has  clearly  contributed  to  the  serious  problem  of  treat- 
ment at  the  disposal  works  for  it  resulted  in  an  abnormally  high 
Biochemical  Oxygen  demand  of  the  raw  sewage.  The  position  was 
made  worse  by  the  fact  that  the  volume  of  trade  waste  is  about  one 
third  of  the  total  flow. 
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Th^re  is  also  little  uniformity  in  the  strength  of  the  trade  waste 
discharges,  for  example,  the  waste  from  the  Canning  Factory  varies 
according  to  the  type  of  fruit  or  vegetable  being  canned.  The  lowest 
B.O.D.  appears  to  result  from  the  canning  of  gooseberries  whil'^  the 
highest  results  from  the  preparation  and  canning  of  carrots,  'fhis 
wide  variation  can  be  illustrated  by  quoting  two  results  from  analyses 
—on  one  occasion  the  B.O.D.  was  410p.p.m.  but  on  another  it 
reached  2190p.p.m. 

During  the  year  further  samples  of  the  trade  waste  discharges 
were  submitted  for  analysis  and  particularly  after  the  removal  of 
the  fructose.  They  now  revealed  a considerable  reduction  in  the 
strength  of  the  sewage.  The  Laboratory  was  also  able  to  reduce  the 
volume  of  their  discharge. 

These  variations  in  strength  together  with  the  high  proportion 
of  trade  waste  in  relation  to  the  total  volume  of  sewage  illustrate 
the  difficult  problem  in  the  design  of  a treatment  works  for  Holmes 
Chapel. 

In  order  to  improve  the  effluent  produced,  alumino- ferric  was 
added  to  the  effluent  and  with  a view  to  assisting  with  the  treatment 
of  the  large  volume  of  sludge  so  produced  consideration  was  given 
to  the  construction  of  a sludge  lagoon  which  is  to  be  so  arranged  that 
some  degree  of  cold  digestion  will  take  place. 


Parish  of  Church  Lawton 

Changes  in  the  area  zoned  for  development  around  Red  Bull 
have  necessitated  amendments  to  the  sewer  details  and  pumping 
station  proposals. 


Parish  of  Newbold  Astbury 

Improvements  were  effected  to  the  treatment  plant  installed 
for  the  Peel  Drive  Housing  Scheme  by  the  construction  of  a Humus 
Tank. 


Parish  of  Odd  Rode 

The  owner  of  the  site  chosen  for  the  Rode  Heath  treatment 
works  at  Lynnhouse  raised  objection  to  the  use  of  his  land  and  in 
consequence  other  possible  sites  had  to  be  considered.  A suitable 
field  was  located  midway  between  Street  Lane  and  Newcastle  Road. 
It  is  well  away  from  the  village  and  is  to  the  leeward  of  nearest 
inhabited  properties. 

The  land  was  surveyed  and  subject  to  approval  by  the  Brine 
Subsidence  Compensation  Board  and  Local  Planning  Authority 
this  site  will  be  recommended  for  the  location  of  the  works. 
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Public  Cunveniences 

The  Council  have  one  public  convenience  in  Holmes  Chapel. 
While  it  provides  a much  needed  public  service  in  the  village  through 
which  many  long  distance  lorries  pass,  it  is  a constant  source  of 
expense  both  as  to  cleaning,  redecoration  and  pilfering  of  the  cash 
containers. 


Council  Houses 

By  December,  1960,  the  Council  had  built  827  dwellings  since 
1945  and  with  the  188  erected  prior  to  1939  and  adjustments  for 
purchases  and  sales  their  total  ownership  is  1014.  The  following 
table  gives  details  : 


Dwellings  are  owned  by  the  Council  in  evei>^  parish 


PARISH 

Pre-1939 

Post- 

Arclid  

4 

— 

Betchton  

12 

67 

Bradwall  

— 

8 

Brereton 

14 

34 

Church  Hulme  

23 

228 

Church  Lawton  

6 

62 

Cranage  

15 

12 

Elton  

— 

2 

Goostrey  

12 

72 

Hassall  

5 

— 

Hulme  Waiaeld  

4 

6 

Moreton 

— 

11 

Newbold  Astbury 

10 

25 

Odd  Rode  

30 

253 

Smallwood  

22 

8 

Somerford  

10 

— 

Somerford  Booths  

6 

14 

Swettenham  

12 

4 

Tetton  

— 

8 

Twemlow  

3 

12 

188 

826 

Two  further  sub -standard  cottages  have  t^n  acquired  for 
improvement  by  the  Council — No.  71  Middlewich  Road,  Holmes 
Chapel  and  Rosemary  Cottage,  Hassall.  A scheme  for  the  acquisition 
of  Mere  Cottages  in  the  Parish  of  Church  Lawton  is  under  consider- 
ation, and  plans  for  improvement  have  been  prepared. 
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Nine  bungalows  were  completed  during  the  y^r.  A scheme 
was  prepared  for  35  houses  and  24  flatlets.  They  are  in  an  advanced 
stage  of  construction. 

The  number  of  dwellings  built  per  1000  head  of  population 
remains  at  58,30. 

Garages 

There  is  a growing  demand  for  garages  and  26  more  have  been 
built  during  the  year. 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  Council’s  ownership  : 


Betchton  (Hassall  Green)  6 

Church  Hulme  (Holmes  Chapel)  ...  47 

Church  Lawton  (Lawton  Gate)  ...  6 

Cranage  (Knutsford  Road)  4 

Goostrey  (Booth  Bed  Lane) 12 

Odd  Rode  (Meadow  Bank)  32 


TOTAL  ...  107 


In  addition  the  Council  have  rented  plots  on  two  sites  so  that 
tenants  can  build  their  own  temporary  garages.  Eleven  tenants  have 
taken  advantage  of  this  scheme  and  10  are  still  available  at  Lawton 
Gate  site. 

Maintenance  af  Council  Houses 

Reports  of  defects  in  Council  houses  are  made  by  tenants  com- 
pleting specially  printed  cards.  During  1960,  1877  cards  were 
received  showing  an  increase  of  7%  on  1959. 

The  subdivision  of  these  reports  according  to  trades  is 
approximately  : 


Plumber  

41% 

Joiner  

15% 

Bricklayer  

21% 

Electrician  

12% 

Labourer  

11% 

Painting 

The  painting  of  houses  by  the  Council’s  staff  continued  during 
the  year.  If  each  of  the  Council’s  1000  houses  is  to  be  painted 
every  five  years  a total  of  200  must  be  completed  annually.  This 
target  was  not  achieved  because  of  adverse  weather  conditions  and 
the  impossibility  of  obtaining  a full  staff  of  painters  soon  enough. 
This  resulted  in  a total  of  1 19  houses  being  painted  during  the  year. 
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Impravements 

In  the  matter  of  improving  their  older  houses  the  Council  is 
replacing  all  coal  fired  wash  boilers  in  favour  of  electric,  gas  or 
calor  gas  boilers.  There  are  still  131  brick  built  boders  in  existence 
but  it  is  the  intention  to  replace  these  also  as  soon  as  possible.  Those 
tenants  who  wish  to  remove  them  themselves  a“e  given  permission  to 
do  so. 

Some  years  ago  the  Council  adopted  a scheme  whereby  .enants 
could  hire  a refrigerator  for  a weekly  rent  and  it  is  proving  popular 
with  tenants.  115  have  been  installed. 

Grass  Mowing 

The  grass  on  the  various  housing  sites  was  cut  regularly  during 
the  year  by  the  Housing  Repair  Staff.  The  Council  have  now  agreed 
to  employ  for  this  work  special  temporary  staff  during  the  grass 
cutting  season. 

Sewage  Treatment  Plants 

Council  dwellings  having  been  built  on  56  sites  many  of  which 
are  in  very  rural  parishes,  septic  tank  sewage  treatment  plants  have 
had  to  be  constructed.  Of  these  only  18  sites  are  drained  to  public 
sewers,  the  remaining  38  are  drained  to  small  septic  tank  installations. 

These  are  maintained  by  the  Housing  Repair  Staff,  the  sludge 
being  removed  by  the  cesspool  emptier. 

Flatlets 

The  block  of  twelve  flatlets  at  Hermitage  Drive  in  the  Parish  of 
Church  Hulme  and  one  at  Wavertree  Avenue,  Scholar  Green  in  the 
Parish  of  Odd  Rode  are  proceeding.  The  following  accommodation 
and  features  will  be  provided. 

Each  block  contains  nine  single  person  flatlets  and  three  two 
person  flats  with  Warden’s  accommodation  attached.  Each  flatlet 
has  a living  room  with  bed  recess  and  a small  kitchen.  A communi- 
cating passage  will  enable  the  occupants  to  pass  undercover  into  the 
common  sitting  room.  Communal  bathrooms  are  to  be  provided. 
Three  two  person  flats  will  contam  a larger  living  room  and  bed 
recess,  kitchen  and  bathroom.  Attached  to  and  in  the  front  of  these 
will  be  an  open  glass  roofed  verandah  for  use  by  all  the  occupants. 

All  flats  and  flatlets  will  be  linked  to  the  warden’s  room  by 
means  of  a special  warning  system  so  that  any  occupant  wishing 
for  assistance  can  easily  call  the  Warden.  The  Warden  will  also  be 
able  to  speak  to  each  tenant. 

Heating  is  to  be  by  electricity — the  floors  of  all  habitable  rooms 
will  be  heated  so  as  to  maintain  a background  temperature  of  55 °F. 
Higher  temperatures  will  be  possible  to  suit  the  tenant’s  individual 
needs  by  switching  on  electric  fires. 
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Private  Development 

There  was  a 16%  increase  in  the  number  of  plans  deposited  for 
consideration  by  the  Council  under  Building  Byelaws  and  the  't  own 
and  Country  Planning  Acts.  Details  are  set  out  in  the  following 
table. 


January  

Byelaws 

only 

5 

Byelaw 
& Planning 

17 

.Planning 

only 

10 

Outline 

Planning 

6 

Total 

38 

February  

8 

22 

9 

7 

46 

March  

6 

27 

14 

20 

67 

April  

8 

13 

5 

5 

31 

May  

4 

7 

3 

9 

23 

June  

6 

18 

7 

9 

40 

July  

5 

19 

12 

7 

43 

August 

6 

21 

13 

8 

48 

September  

5 

16 

9 

3 

33 

October  

11 

23 

1 

5 

40 

November  

8 

21 

3 

6 

38 

December  

5 

9 

10 

4 

28 

77 

213 

96 

89 

475 

Litter  Bins 

It  is  the  Council’s  practice  to  provide  litter  bins  where  they  are 
considered  to  be  necessary.  The  Parish  Council  usually  makes  the 
request  for  them  and  after  arrangements  are  made  with  the  County 
Council  as  to  their  siting,  they  are  fixed  and  the  responsibility  for 
emptying  them  rests  with  the  Cleansing  Department. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Tuberculosis 


Two  cases  were  notified  and  the  number  of  people  on  register 
at  December  31st,  1960  is  shown  below  : 


Up  to 

1 yr.  1-5  5-15  15-25 

25-35  35-45 

45-55  55-65 

65  & 
over 

Total 

Male  Pulmonary  

— — 1 

— 

4 

6 

4 

2 

3 

20 

Female  Pulmonary 

— — 2 

4 

4 

4 

2 

— 

— 

16 

Male  Non-Pulmonary 

— — 3 

3 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

10 

Female  Non-Pulmonary... 

— — — 

7 

3 

2 

1 

2 

— 

15 

For  comparative  purpose,  I have  recorded  the  notifications  of 
Tuberculosis  during  1960  in  conjunction  with  the  notifications  of 
this  disease  received  each  year  since  1951. 
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Notifications  — 1951  to  1960 


1951  1952  1953  1954  1955  1956  1957  1958  1959  1960 

P NP  P NP  P NP  P NP  P NP  P NP  P NP  P NP  P NP  P NP 


MALE 

Up  to 
1 year 


1-  5 

1 1 

1 

5-15 

1 

1 1 

15-25  1 

1 

1 

25-35  1 

2 

1 

1 

35-45 

45-55 

1 2 

55-65  1 

1 

1 1 

1 

65  and 
over  1 

1 

FEMALE 

Up  to 
1 year 


1-  5 

1 

1 

5-15 

2 

1 1 

1 

15-25 

3 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

25-35 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

35-45 

1 

1 

45-55 

1 

55-65 

1 

65  and 
over 

TOTAL 

7 

4 

4 4 

3 

2 

3 2 4 

3 4 

1 6 1 

0 0 1 0 2 0 
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Deaths  — 1951  to  1960 


1951 

P NP 

1952 

P NP 

1953 

P NP 

1954 

P NP 

1955 

P NP 

1956 

P NP 

1957 

P NP 

1958 

P NP 

1959  1960 

P NP  P NP 

MALE 

Up  to 

1 year 

1-  5 

1 

5-15 

15-25 

25-35 

35-45 

1 

45-55 

1 

1 

2 1 

55-65 

1 

1 

65  and 
over 

1 

1 

FEMALE 

Up  to 
1 year 


1-  5 


5-15 

1 

15-25 

25-35 

1 

35-45  1 

1 

45-55 

55-65 

65  and 
over 

1 

TOTAL  2 0 1 

1102020111000 

3 

0 1 0 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 

(other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year  1960 

AGE  DISTRIBUTION 

0) 

c/5 

O ^ 

^ o. 

DISEASE 

Under  65  & 

1 1-  2-  3-  4-  5-  10-  15-  20-  35-  45-  over 

u 

H c 

Cases 
admitt 
to  hos 

Dysentery 

2 3 1 

6 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

1 

— 

Measles 

1 4 4 3 2 11  1 

26 

— 

Pneumonia 

3_  2 — 

5 

— 

Scarlet  Fever... 

2 1—  1 

4 

1 

Whoop.  Cough 

1 1 24  1 5 2 

16 

1 

15 


The  following  sections  of  this  report  cover  the  work  of  the 
Public  Health  Inspector’s  Department  and  have  been  compiled  by 
Mr.  P.  Kirkham,  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


Staff 

Establishment  is  for  five  full  time  drivers,  one  spare  driver  and 
nine  loaders.  Siix  changes  in  personnel  occurred  during  the  year. 
One  of  the  drivers  is  appointed  foreman. 

Refuse  and  Night  Soil  Collection  and  Disposal 

Refuse  was  collected  weekly  apart  from  (a)  181  houses  collected 
fortnightly,  and  (b)  farms  collected  monthly  as  required.  The  Council 
agreed  to  implement,  apart  from  farms,  a weekly  collection  through- 
out the  area  in  1961,  This  will  coincide  with  reduction  of  the  working 
week  to  forty -twO'  hours  (five  day  week)  and  the  introduction  of  an 
incentive  bonus  scheme.  A full  report  on  this  will  be  given  in  the 
reoort  for  1961.  On^y  five  complaints  were  received  regarding  non- 
colhction  during  the  year.  It  has  also  been  agreed  that  mechanical 
a-d  should  be  purchased  in  1961  for  control  of  refuse  tips.  A degree 
of  fly  infestation  occurred  at  one  tip,  and  two  tip  fires  occurred  but 
were  extinguished  within  a day.  All  tips,  six  in  number,  are  treated 
for  insects  and  rodents. 

Septic  Tank  Service 

It  was  agreed  that  the  charge  for  emptying  domestic  tanks  of 
10/  - per  load  should  be  waived  in  the  case  of  pensioners,  following 
application  and  favourable  consideration  by  the  Council  in  each 
case.  The  following  are  details  of  the  work  carried  out : 


No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Type  of  Tank 

Loads 

Hours 

Visits 

diff.  tanks 

Non -Domestic 

404 

3371 

98 

41 

Council  Houses 

125 

186 

63 

37 

Domestic  

116 

177 

99 

98 

Outside  Area  

7 

13 

7 

7 

Sewage  Installations  ... 

35 

35i 

14 

4 

Flushing  and 

Cleansing  Sewers,  etc. 

48 

49i 

24 

3 

TOTAL 

735 

7981 

305 

190 
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Salvage 

Baling  of  Waste  Paper  Salvage  was  carried  out  in  overtime  and 
the  following  details  are  given  of  the  work  over  the  year  : 


Receipts 

Container  Waste 

Mixed  Baled  Paper  

Newspapers  and  Magazines 


Weights 

tons  cwts  qtrs 

14  4 1 
10  12  3 
27  6 0 


Revenue 

£ s d 

135  0 4 
74  9 3 
160  5 3 


52  3 0 369  14  10 


Expenditure 

£ s d 

Materials  20  0 0 (approx) 

Labour  213  0 0 

233  0 0 


Vehicles  and  Maintenance 

No  changes  occurred  in  the  establishment  of  vehicles.  A 
stationary  compressor  was  obtained  to  further  the  scope  of  work 
carried  out  at  the  Depot.  Routine  maintenance  and  many  repairs 
are  carried  out  by  the  foreman -driver,  such  as  decarbonising  ; fitting 
of  cylinder  head  ; body,  wing  and  cab  repairs  ; painting,  etc.  The 
following  are  details  of  mileage  and  petrol  during  the  year  : 


Number 

Make 

Duty 

Mileage 

Petrol 

m.p.g. 

PMB 

602 

Karri  er 

Gamecock 

R'efuse  Collection 

5817 

1066 

5.4 

PMB 

603 

Karrier 

Gamecock 

Refuse  Collection 

6541 

1023 

6.3 

WMA363 

Karrier 

Gamecock 

Refuse  Collection 

8277 

1254 

6.5 

743  NFM 

Karrier 

Gamecock 

Refuse  Collection 

6137 

1021 

6.0 

PMB 

604 

Karrier  Cesspool 

Emp.ier 

Nightsoil  and 

Septic  Tanks 

9628 

1957 

5.0 

PMB 

601 

Karrier 

Gamecock 

Spare  Vehicle 

Refuse  & Nightsoil 

2124 

360 

5.9 

38524 

6681 

5.7 

Food  and  Food  Premises 

The  work  of  routine  inspection  continues.  Results  are  often 
more  discouraging  than  rewarding.  The  following  is  a summary  of 
items  which  have  been  required  to  be  given  attention  ; 
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Reg.  6 (Table  tops,  etc.  with  which  food  is  liable  to  come  into 

contact  to  be  covered  with  impervious  material)  1 

Reg.  8 (Placing  of  food  as  to  prevent  risk  of  contamination)  2 

Reg.  9e  (Prohibition  of  smoking)  2 

Reg.  14a  (Sanitary  convenience  kept  clean  and  in  good  order)  1 

Reg.  16  (Wash-hand  basin  to  be  provided  with  soap,  nail- 
brush and  clean  towel)  3 

Reg.  19  (Sinks  kept  clean  and  in  working  order)  1 

Reg.  23  (Cleanliness  and  repair,  etc.  of  food  room)  10 

No  legal  proceedings  have  been  taken  regarding  contraventions. 
The  following  are  the  particulars  of  the  food  premises  in  the 


area  : 

Grocers  and  General  46 

Public  Houses  and  Licensed  Clubs  ...  36 

Cafes  13 

Village  Halls,  etc 11 

School  Canteens  17 

Bakehouses  3 

Sweets  and  Confectionery  3 

Butchers  7 

Chemists  2 

Fish  and  Chips  3 

Canning  Factory  1 

Dairy  2 

Factory  Canteens 5 


149 


43  premises  are  registered  under  Section  16(l)(a)  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1955.  There  are  10  other  premises  registered  under 
Section  16(l)(b)— 3 Fish  and  Chips,  7 Sausage  and  Meat  Pies  and 
1 Food  Canning  Factory  is  in  the  area. 

The  Council  considered  an  application  for  registration  for 
storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  from  a shop  in  which  dry  cleaning 
was  received.  The  registration  was  approved  subject  to  the  soiled 
clothing  being  deposited  olf  the  food  premises.  A garage  which  was 
used  for  the  purpose  of  garaging  an  ice  cream  vehicle  containing  a 
refrigeration  plant  was  also  registered.  The  registration  was  for 
storage  and  not  for  sale. 
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On  a change  of  tenancy,  the  premises  formerly  registered  for 
manufacture  of  ice  cream  by  the  complete  cold  mix  method  are  now 
no  longer  used  for  that  purpose.  Ice  cream  manufactured  by  this 
method  at  a cafe  was  sampled  during  the  year  and  found  satisfactory. 

Slaughterhouses  and  Meat  Inspection 

Two  private  slaughterhouses  operated  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  and  slaughtered  for  sale  from  the  shops  attached  to  them. 
Both  premises  required  extensive  works  in  order  that  they  should 
comply  with  the  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958.  The  Slaughterhouse 
Report  was  submitted  and  approved  with  the  appointed  day  as 
1st  October,  1960.  One  slaughterhouse  was  not  re -licensed  and  one 
carried  out  the  works  required  and  was  re -licensed  from  1st  July, 
1960.  The  public  slaughterhouse  at  Sandbach  was  used  by  two 
butchers,  four  further  butchers  in  the  area  obtained  their  meat 
outside  the  Council’s  district.  The  following  table  gives  details  of  the 
work  carried  out : 


Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  Whole  or  in  Part 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows  Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

25 

23  — 

206 

27 

- - - 

Number  Inspected  

25 

23  — 

206 

27 

— 

All  diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis and  Cysticerci : 
Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  

3 

6 — 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cyst- 
icerci   

12.0% 

26.04%  — 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  

2 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosils  

8.0% 

— — 

— 

— 

— 
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Cysticercosis : 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refriger- 
ation   

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned  


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1953-1954 

Four  licences  were  issued  to  people  residing  in  the  area. 


Milk  Regulations,  1949-1954 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  licences 
the  year : 

issued  during 

Dealers — 

No. 

Pasteurised  

15 

Sterilised  

22 

Tuberculin  Tested  

13 

Supplementary — 

No. 

Pasteurised  

6 

Sterilised  

3 

Tuberculin  Tested  

7 

Factories  and  Work  Places 

The  following  table  gives  information  as  to  the  number  of 
registered  factories  and  inspections  made  : 


No.  No. 

on  of 

register  inspections 

No.  of 
written 
notices 

(1) 

Factories  in  which  Section  1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

2 — 

(2) 

Factories  not  included  in  (t)  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  ... 

42 

32 

5 

(3) 

Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority  (excluding  out- 
worker’s premises)  



— 

TOTAL 

44 

32 

5 
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Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Referred 

by  H.M. 

Found 

Remedied 

Inspector 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

5 

5 

4 

Outworkers 

Wearing  Apparel  (Making,  etc.)  1 

Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  Provisions)  Act,  1956 

No  specific  survey  has  been  carried  out  for  this  purpose,  but  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  are  considered  when  visiting  farm  premises 
for  other  purposes.  No  deficiencies  have  been  noted  and  no  Notices 
served. 

Miscellaneous  Courses 

The  Public  Health  Inspector  attended  a two -day  course  on 
Nuclear  Energy  given  by  the  Liverpool  College  of  Technology,  and 
a one -day  course  on  insect  control  given  by  the  Ministry  of  Agricult- 
ure, Fisheries  and  Food. 

Uncleanly  Premises 

Following  admission  of  an  old  man  to  a County  Home,  his 
house  was  found  to  be  in  an  extremely  filthy  condition  with  an 
accumulation  of  dirt  and  refuse  of  many  years.  A Certificate  under 
Section  84(a)  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  was  submitted  to  the 
Council  and  authority  given  for  much  of  the  contents  of  the  house 
including  all  bedding  and  some  of  the  furniture  to  be  destroyed  and 
removed  from  the  premises.  The  Council’s  Cleansing  workmen 
cleaned  out  the  house  and  the  owner  paid  the  cost. 


SANITARY  INSPECTIONS 
Summary  of  Visits 


Animals,  Keeping  of  4 

Conversions  66 

Drainage — including  septic  tanks,  etc 128 

Dustbins  2 

Factory — with  Mechanical  Power  32 

Food  Premises  27 

Food  Premises — Bakehouses  5 
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Food  Premises — Butchers 26 

Food  Premises — Cafes  and  Canteens  43 

Food  Premises — Dairy,  etc 11 

Food  Premises — Fish  and  Chips  5 

Food  Premises — Ice  Cream  14 

Food  Premises — Hotels  and  Public  Houses 23 

Food  Premises — Slaughterhouses  59 

Food  Premises — Unsound  Food  7 

Housing — General  239 

Housing — Council  House  Applications 40 

Housing — Housing  Act,  1949 — Grants  337 

Infectious  Disease  10 

Infectious  Disease — Disinfection  1 

Insect  Pests  ' 20 

Insect  Pests — Disinfestation  1 

Nuisance — General  19 

Nuisance — Housing  16 

Petroleum  39 

Rodent  Control  52 

Scavenging — General  44 

Scavenging — Tips  24 

Scavenging — Teams  at  Work  24 

Scavenging — Garages 173 

Smoke  Observations  2 

Tents.  Vans  and  Sheds  22 

Water  Supply  25 

Workplaces,  Offices,  Farms,  etc 1 

Miscellaneous — Interviews,  etc 30 

Farms,  Sanitary  Conveniences  for  outworkers  9 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956  7 


TOTAL  1587 


Number  of  Complaints  received  107 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served 71 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with  ...  71 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served 2 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  by  owner 3 


Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  by  Local 

Authority  in  default  of  owner  2 

Conversions 

A grant  was  paid  for  a voluntary  conversion  of  the  pail  closet 
at  a Chapel.  Two  Statutory  Notices  served  under  Section  47  of  the 
Public  Health  Act.  1936,  were  complied  with. 

Moveable  Dwellings 

Twelve  Public  Health  Licences  for  caravans  were  issued  during 
the  year.  Of  these,  four  were  for  temporary  occupation  whilst 
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permanent  dwellings  were  being  erected  on  the  site  and  five  only 
were  for  continual  residential  occupation,  i.e.  applicants  having  no 
other  home. 

Water  Supply 

Notices  served  on  the  owners  of  two  properties  requiring  pro- 
vision of  mains  water  under  Section  138(1)  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  were  complied  with.  The  Council,  in  each  case,  were 
required  to  pay  the  excess  over  £40. 

Ten  samples  of  water  were  taken  during  the  year  from  eight 
premises — six  samples  were  satisfactory.  Action  following  the  un- 
satisfactory samples  has  resulted  in  two  houses  being  provided  with 
mains  water. 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956 

Two  complaints  only  were  received  during  the  year  of  nuisance 
from  smoke.  In  one  case  the  chimney  was  at  a large  hospital  and 
the  emission  was  caused  owing  to  a new  plant  in  course  of  con- 
struction not  having  been  completed.  In  the  second  instance,  a 
nuisance  arose  from  the  burning  of  oil,  and  the  nuisance  was  abated 
following  a letter. 

Although  the  Council  have  adopted  the  Model  Byelaw  requiring 
new  firegrates  to  be  approved  appliances,  they  have  not  yet  con- 
sidered the  time  opportune  to  institute  a Smoke  Control  Area. 

Rodent  Control 

Contracts  have  been  carried  out  at  91  farms  and  industrial 
premises  during  the  year. 

The  following  details  are  given  of  the  work  carried  out  : 


Number 

Number 

Treated 

of  visits 

Private  Houses  

52 

187 

Refuse  Tips  and  Sewerage  Works 

21 

568 

Industrial  and  Trade  Premises  ... 

28 

330 

Farms  

63 

924 

164 

2009 

In  addition,  22  private  houses  and  18  farms  were  surveyed 
during  the  year.  Sewers  again  proved  negative  after  test  baiting. 

Petroleum  (Regulation)  Acts 

56  premises  are  licensed  for  the  storage  of  petroleum.  The 
Council  continue  to  require  premises  to  comply  with  the  Model 
Standards  which  they  have  adopted  and  few  licensees  have  works 
of  any  magnitude  now  outstanding. 
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Housing 


The  Council’s  five-year  programme  for  replacement  of  unfit 
houses  is  substantially  completed  and  little  rehousing  from  such 
properties  was  carried  out  in  1960.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  32 
families  were  awaiting  rehousing  out  of  61  houses  known  to  be  unfit 
for  habitation.  20  famil'es,  mostly  elderly  and  single  units,  wished 
to  remain  in  their  present  accommodation  and  9 further  houses  were 
thought  likely  to  be  made  fit. 

The  following  table  shows  the  work  carried  out  under  Section 
16  and  17  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  : 


No.  of  Time  and  Place  Notices  served  ... 

No.  of  Demolition  Orders  made  

No.  of  Closing  Orders  made 

No.  of  Undertakings  not  to  Re-let 

Undertakings  Not  to  Use 

Families  Re -housed 

Houses  Demolished 


19 

7 

3 

7 

2 

3 

6 


Houses  made  fit  and  Undertakings  cancelled 

or  Closing  Orders  determined 8 

Compulsory  Purchase  Order  made 1 

9 Bungalows  were  completed  in  I960.  17  Bungalows,  3 Houses 
and  2 blocks  of  12  Flatlets  are  under  construction. 


Improvement  Grants 

Interest  in  grants  was  continued  throughout  the  year  and  the 
following  tables  give  an  indication  of  the  amount  of  work  carried 
out : 


Discretionary 

Houses  improved  Total  amount  of  grant 


1959  

32 

£9537 

1960  

26 

£8850 

Total  since 

inception  153  over  £44000 

Standard 

Houses  improved 

Total  amount  of  grant 

1959  

1 

£55  13 

0 

1960  

8 

£678  1 

5 

Total  since 

inception  9 

£733  14 

5 

Certificates  of  Disrepair 

No  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  received  and 
five  Certificates  were  cancelled. 
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